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SUBJECT: KUWAITI REACTION TO RECENT EVENTS IN BAHRAIN 

1. TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL REACTION BY 
GOVERNMENT OF KUWAIT TO THE DISSOLUTION OF THE BAHRAIN 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OTHER THAN A TIMID STATEMENT BY ACTING 
MINISTER OF STATE ABDULLAH AL-MIFFRIJ THAT KUWAIT STANDS 
BEHIND GULF STATES IN ALL FIELDS. THERE HAS BEEN SOME 
PRESS COMMENTARY TO THE EFFECT THAT ACTING AMIR AND CROWN 
PRINCE SHAYKH JABIR AL-AHMAD AL-SABAH HAD URGED BAHRAIN NOT 
TO DISSOLVE THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, BUT RATHER TO RESOLVE 
DIFFERENCES AND PRESERVE A HEALTHY DEMOCRACY. SIGNIFICANTLY, 
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THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTED STATEMENTS BY LEFTIST MEMBERS 
OF THE KUWAIT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 
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2. PRESS REACTION HAS VARIED DEPENDING UPON THE POL- 
ITICAL COLORATION OF THE NEWSPAPER, WITH THE KUWAIT DAILY 
NEWS STICKING TO PRIMARILY FACTUAL REPORTING, WHILE THE 
KUWAIT TIMES HAS FEATURED FRONT PAGE EDITORIALS BEMOANING THE 
DEMISE OF KUWAIT'S ONLY OTHER PARTNER IN THE "PARLIAMENTARY 
EXPERIMENT" IN THE GULF AREA. ARABIC LANGUAGE DAILIES 
LIKEWISE HAVE REFLECTED POLITICAL HUES WITH AL-QABAS TAKING 

A MODERATE AND CONCILIATORY TONE, WHILE PAPERS SUCH AS 
AL-WATAN HAVE BEEN MORE SHRILL IN MAKING CYNICAL ACCUSATIONS 
THAT BAHRAIN HAS BEEN PLANNING THIS UNPROVOKED MOVE FOR 
SOME TIME. 

3. LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS, PRIMARILY STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS 
AND LABOR UNIONS, HAVE ISSUED PREDICTABLE STATEMENTS 
DENOUNCING THE BAHRAINI MOVE, SAYING THAT DEMOCRACY IN 
BAHRAIN WAS ONLY A "SHAM". 

4. COMMENT: FOR THE MOMENT REACTION IN KUWAIT HAS 

BEEN SURPRISINGLY LOW KEY, WITH EVERYONE WAITING FOR THE 
DUST TO SETTLE AND A GOVERNMENT POSITION TO CRYSTALLIZE. 

KUWAIT FINDS ITSELF IN THE UNCOMFORTABLE POSITION OF WATCHING 
A KEY GULF STATE REJECT THE KUWAIT MODEL, BUT GOK WILL DOUBTLESS 
CAREFULLY CONSIDER EFFICACY OF PUBLIC CRITICISM. WE NOTE 
THAT CHIEF OF THE AMIRI DIWAN SHAYKH KHALID AL-AHMAD HAS BEEN 
DISPATCHED TO SAUDI ARABIA TO CARRY MESSAGE TO KING AND 
CROWN PRINCE. AND SUSPECT IT MAY CONCERN BAHRAINI EVENTS. 
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